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Ms. S&t‘aKy]e, Chairman. : - 7. RSN
 Tennessee Regulatory Authority - y

460 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville TN 372430505,

' Dear Ms. Kyle:

T'am writing to express my supportof BellSouth’s proposal ta enter into the long distance market and to
encourage you to grant them the right to compete in this market. I believe your approval would benefit the people '
of Tennessee and would have 4 positive impact on the business climate in the state. Task you to consider the
following points: ERAR IR O R ERREey TRai s ' S

Compliance =~ . il L e e ' '
*  BellSouth has'complied with all requirements to open its local market, a5 défined by Congress in The

~ Telecommunications Act of 96 and implemented bytheFCC. .~ - ~
* BellSouth has eamned the right to compete in the long distance market.-

*  BellSouth entry into long distance will resnlt in lower overall phone bills for customers. - \
¢  Every.day that BellSouth is forced to remain on thg:s’ide}iknqs,:.Iggqg;{s_ge gonsumers lose money due to
- vorcalizedsavings. e _ .
* Steven Pociask’s study “Compe ition and Consumer Benefits: A Quanttative Assessment of In-region *© |
" BellSouth Long-Distance Market” says Tennesseans are losing up to $493 Mz year. This has been documented
independently in states where the former, Bell Companyhas been allowed to provide long distance service.
* - Two surveys released on May 8, 2001, by the Telecommunications Research and Action Center (TRAQ), the
‘nation’s Jeading telecormmunications focused consumer group, suggest that New. Yorkers will save up to §700 _

mill ,hjgn,;mg-qigmcqandflbqglgtélephdne service... . -

* TRAC’srecent study showed that since Verizon entered the long-distance market in New York, consumers
emjoy savings unayailable to consumers in other parts of the country. | SEny o
TRAC compared six different carriers and eight different local calling plans. = -
TRAC estimates that competition in the New York and Verizon markets will bring between $84-§324 of ‘
¢ savings a year for each ew York customer. 5 ' TS .
Lompetition . 1 e SRR
*  BellSouth entry into long dis aiice will bring real competition to an industry dominated by only three
companies. This has beer demonstrated in the states that vé received FCC approval.
* " Local competition is alive and well in Tennessee, Approxims y 1 QQ;.zqgmpaq%gg are currently offering
competitive local service and about 75 others are authorized by the Tennessee Regulatory Authority.
*  Competition will iricrease = p: icularly in the residential market - When companies develop new pricing and

ponse to BellSouth’s entry into lon,

l'and long distance services from their local

al telephone companies can receive both
ffering its customers that opportun ity,

115 the only local company prohibited by Taw fro
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. BellSouth entry into long dlstance wﬂl encourage contmued

astructure development and capital investment
mTennessee EAPE S R SOV

Regibngl"o’s : ' ‘ ' ) .

» Extensive testing by KPMG Consultmg, under the superwsmn of the Georgia PSC, proved that the computer
systems supporting local «competition throughout the region are fair for all prowders ‘

*  PricewaterhonseCoopers also performed independent entry system tests of BellSouth’s formrer five Southi
Central Bell states, and their aftestation report should eliminate any concerns that competitors may have that the
entry systems in those states do not co:respond No ﬁlrther testmg is necessary in Tennessee.

Local Commitment - e R :

s BellSouth has bmlt a comm unmatlons network ﬂ:n'oughout Tennessee Lhat is secondto-nonc

e The strength and dependabdrty of BellSouth’s network has proven for the State in supporting sustainable
economic, growth and in Weathenng natural disasters such as tornadoes and ice storms.

»  Tennessee is home to some 7,500 BellSoath employees emd 6 000 ret:rees In addmon, more than 20 000

- BellSouth stockholders hve in Tennessee oy :

The Tenmesseé Reg_u tory Authonty has lmd a sohd founc
. years of makmg sure BeIlSouth is in full comphance w1th
Act. o . . :

on through i ')tlons durmg the past six
full te,nt of the 1996 Telecom
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